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drafted in accordance with instructions received in Obersalzberg, he
expressed the conviction that the Fiihrer would know how to realize
the unanimous will of the people of Danzig to return to their German
Fatherland. Two days later, back in Germany once more, he delivered,
in his native town of Fiirth, a second speech in which some thought
they recognized the Fuhrer's style, and in the course of which he
exclaimed: "Whatever happens, Danzig will certainly, in the long
run, return one day to the Reich/'

The speeches of Herr Forster, and likewise the articles published
at the same time in the Reich Press marked moreover a new phase in
the anti-Polish campaign. Herr Forster not only explicitly stated the
German claims with regard to Danzig; he called the Polish State itself
to account just as the Czechoslovak State was called to account last
year. He denied Poland the right of existence as an independent state.
This argument was abundantly developed hi semi-official newspapers
such as the National Zeitung of Essen, which, in its issue of August 13,
proclaimed that the existence of Poland was not in the least necessary
to the European balance of power. The period of German claims
to Pomerelia, Poznania, and Upper Silesia was thus at once
outstripped.

The arguments now put forward are, moreover, strangely similar
to those which were produced before against the Republic of M. Benes:
total incapacity of the Government; heterogeneous character of a popu-
lation of which one third is made up of minorities; and strategic
weaknesses. Finally, accompanying the threats and ill-treatment
alleged to be directed against the City of Danzig and the members of
the German minority in Poland appeared the further argument, which
had also been advanced at the time of the German-Czech crisis,
namely that of German honour.

Certain newspapers even went so far as to declare openly that the
Polish problem was in itself only one particular case, and that it was
now time to settle the "Eastern problems."

It must, nevertheless, be observed that, up to the present, no mem-
ber of the Reich Government has taken up a position over the Danzig
problem so definite as to make a final breach inevitable. The Fiihrer
has not referred to the subject since April 28. From what is known
of his discussions with M. Burckhardt, at the time of the latter's
visit to Berchtesgaden on August 12, it would seem that he has not
altered his attitude since. Nor have any of his Lieutenants made any
definite pronouncements. The newspapers themselves, while pro-
claiming their faith in the inevitable return of the Free City to the
Reich, have not yet mentioned any date, nor declared that this return
would have to be secured "in one way or another" (so oder so).

(3) The German Press has not given any precise information con-
cerning the conversations at Salzburg and Berchtesgaden, In so far
as any items of information have been given, these have sometimes
proved contradictory. To give one instance, certain newspapers have
maintained that Germany and Italy had, of course, examined the
question of the revision of the order of things established in Central
and South-Eastern Europe by the treaties of 1919. Others have